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Devising the Teaching and Evaluation Methods for Children 
with a Developmental Disorder in Actual Teaching Activities
SAKATSUME  Kazuyuki,  NAKAMURA  Daisuke
NAGASHIMA  Takako,  NAKAMURA  Norio 
The delay of nervous system maturity or the plastic deflection of a neural circuit causes a devel-
opmental disorder, in which the development of various higher brain functions stays immature and 
unbalanced. In order to understand and support children with a developmental disorder, it is necessary 
to assess and confirm how their higher brain functions work in a neuropsychological way. 
In this paper, we describe and examine the characteristics of neuropsychological assessments 
and their significance. A developmental disorder manifests in many symptoms: mental retardation, 
learning disorder, autism, and attention deficit/ hyperactivity disorder etc. However, what is common 
to all these symptoms is the delay in language acquisition. Of course, language is not only a tool for 
communication, but also a means to develop thinking ability. Inference, judgment, and abstraction are 
conducted by and through language. Moreover, language plays a great part in watching over and con-
trolling thinking and action. 
However, regrettably, it is very rare to examine the higher brain functions and linguistic ability 
of children with a developmental disorder before the teachers plan a curriculum for them or actually 
teach them in classrooms. When we try to understand and support them, it is the most fundamental 
procedure to assess their linguistic ability among other higher brain functions. 
In this paper, we survey the relationship between linguistic ability and brain nervous system ma-
turity. Then we examine some developmental neuropsychological approaches to assess, in a clinical 
fashion, the linguistic ability of children with a developmental disorder. Finally, as a conclusion, show-
ing the cases in which we have practiced teaching at special needs education schools, we propose some 
teaching methods based on the neuropsychological assessment of linguistic ability. 
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